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The twelfth day of a child's life is as important as the sixth,
for on it another of the Vedic sacraments, that of Name-
Giving (Ndmakarana) is performed. Certain Brahmans,
believing that, whilst even days are lucky for girls, uneven ones
are auspicious for boys, hold that a hoy should be named on
the eleventh day and a girl on the twelfth. All, however,
agree that, if these days fall during the dark half of the month,
the ceremony must be postponed till some lucky day in the
bright of the moon, On whichever day is fixed for the cere-
mony, both the father's and the mother's relatives come to the
house where the child was born, where a mixture of milletl
(which has been steeped in water since the morning), coco-nut
and sugar is distributed amongst the guests present and sent
to the houses of those who are not able to come.
The paternal aunt again takes the lead and, producing
scarlet-coloured threads, fashioned partly' from cottori and
partly from silk which she has brought with her, ties one on
each of the baby's wrists and ankles, two at its waist and one
on its cradle. In the old days, folk say, the thread used was
black, to ward off the Evil Eye more securely; it is only now-
adays that red is used.2 Certain Brahmans decline to weave
such a spider's web of threads round their child, and declare
that one on the waist and one on the cradle are sufficient as
a protection against the Evil Eye. The aunt also brings with
her two tiny little bits of gold, each weighing perhaps hall
a gramme, one of which she ties on the cradle and one at the
waist of the child for luck, or she may tie little pieces of iron
on its cradle to keep off the Evil Eye.
Meanwhile in the principal room of the house a square por-
tion of the floor has been smeared with red clay, and on this
ftpal leaves have been placed. The baby is now brought for
the first time in its little life out of the stiflingly hot birth-
1 In certain non-Brahman communities wheat, gram and molasses are
cooked together on this day and distributed. But the Brahmans consider
the cooking of two different kinds of grain together as impure.
3 The change was probably made in order to avoid the use of so
inauspicious a colour as black.